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A USBBY Outstanding International Books Honor Book and a nominee for the 2012 Silver Birch
Express Award in the Ontario Library Association's Forest of Reading Program and the
Canadian Library Association Book of the Year for Children AwardIn these three imaginative
stories, Jan Andrews introduces us to Quebec's traditional folktale hero, Ti-Jean. He's an
endearing character who is both wise and foolish, and though he does find himself in hard
situations (often of his own making), in the end, he somehow manages to do what needs to be
done.In "Ti-Jean and the Princess of Tomboso" he outwits a greedy princess; in "Ti-Jean the
Marble Player" he gets the best of a pint-sized scoundrel; and in "How Ti-Jean Became a
Fiddler" he turns the tables on a too-clever-for-her-own-good seigneur's daughter, and finds true
love in the process.

...a winning introduction to a universal folk character. (Kirkus Reviews 2011-03-15)...full of
magic... (Cynthia O'Brien Quill & Quire 2011-05-01)A refreshing alternative to traditional fairy
tales. (Deirdre Baker Toronto Star 2011-04-22)Highly Recommended (Gail De Vos CM
Magazine 2011-05-27)these zesty, wellpaced texts virtually read themselves. (Barbara Bader
The Horn Book Magazine, STARRED REVIEW 2011-07-01)the stories hold appeal for
storytellers and listeners alike. (Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 2011-06-01)...The
book would be an entertaining read-aloud for a classroom and a good companion piece to the
study of American folktales... Quite frankly, three stories are simply not enough! (Kari Allen
School Library Journal 2011-08-01) --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About
the AuthorJan Andrews (www.janandrews.ca) is a well-known author and storyteller who has
been nominated for the Governor General’s Award three times. She has written books that have
become classics, including Very Last First Time (illustrated by Ian Wallace), The Auction
(illustrated by Karen Reczuch) and Out of the Everywhere: Tales for a New World (illustrated by
Simon Ng). She is the founding president of the Storytellers of Canada and has performed at
festivals and in concert throughout Canada and the US, as well as in Australia and
England.Dušan Petricic is a world-renowned cartoonist, illustrator and graphic designer. He has
co-authored/illustrated more than thirty books, including Mattland (by Hazel Hutchins and Gail
Herbert), which won the Amelia Frances Howard-Gibbon Illustrator’s Award and the Marilyn
Baillie Picture Book Award, and Ned Mouse Breaks Away (by Tim Wynne-Jones). Born in
Belgrade, he now lives in Toronto, where he is editorial cartoonist at the Toronto Star.--This text
refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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When Apples Grew Nosesand White Horses FlewTALES OF TI-JEANJan AndrewsIllustrations
byDušan PetričićGroundwood Books / House of Anansi PressToronto BerkeleyCopyright ©
2011 by Jan AndrewsIllustrations copyright © 2011 by Dušan PetričićPublished in Canada and
the USA in 2011 by Groundwood BooksAll rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in
writing from the publisher.Distribution of this electronic edition via the Internet or any other
means without the permission of the publisher is illegal. Please do not participate in electronic
piracy of copyrighted material; purchase only authorized electronic editions. We appreciate your
support of the author’s rights.This edition published in 2011 byGroundwood Books / House of
Anansi Press Inc.110 Spadina Avenue, Suite 801Toronto, ON, M5V 2K4Tel. 416-363-4343Fax
416-363-1017or c/o Publishers Group West1700 Fourth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710Cover
illustration by Dušan PetričićThe illustrations are in black pencil and Photoshop.Design by
Michael SolomonWe acknowledge for their financial support of our publishing program the
Canada Council for the Arts, the Ontario Arts Council, and the Government of Canada through
the Canada Book Fund (CBF).To Ellis Lynn, who has inspired in so manychildren a love of the
old tales.J.A.For my grandson Uroš, who just learned to walk.D.P.A Word About Ti-JeanAs soon
as you start going from one of these stories to another, you’ll realize Ti-Jean is a hero unlike
most others. He turns up in different times and places. He gets married at the end of one tale.
He’s on a quest for a bride at the beginning of the next. His mother is dead. No, she isn’t. It’s his
father. He’s wise, he’s foolish. The only thing he isn’t ever is rich.So, you’ll be asking, who is he?
The answer is he’s part of a long, long tradition (a lot like Jack in English fairy tales). He changes
because we change and really he’s all about us — the difficulties we get into and the adventures
we’re bound to have. Many, many people have created stories about him over the years. They’ve
told those stories around fires and in logging camps, in countryside and in town. They’ve
remembered those stories — perhaps not quite exactly, but what they have remembered,
they’ve passed on.What does that say? I think it says that if you have an urge to tell a Ti-Jean
story or make one up, you should do it, but you should also be careful to share that story with
someone else.JAN ANDREWSTi-Jean and the Princessof TombosoCric, crac,Parli, parlons,
parlo.If you won’t listen,Out you go.L ÉTAIT UNE FOIS... Which is to say, There was
once...There was once a farmer. That farmer had come to the New World from France in a ship
with great white sails. He was just like everyone else who had chosen to journey here. He was
searching for a better life.He lived on a narrow strip of land running down to a river. All of the
farms in that part of the country were narrow strips. All of them ran down to rivers so everyone
could have a proper share of water and an easier way of getting about.The work of the farm was
hard. It did not exactly bring the farmer the riches he had hoped for, but he was content enough.
He had three sons, and whenever they were worried about what the future might bring, he
always said, “When I came from the Old Country I brought gifts that I have saved for you. When I
die, you will have them. When you have the gifts, you’ll have nothing to worry about.”Time



passed and the farmer grew old. He grew sick and took to his bed. He called his sons to him.“Go
into the barn,” he told them. “Far at the back, deep under the hay, you’ll find a chest. That chest
contains three objects, one for each of you. I’ll give you the key now, but if you care about me,
you’ll wait until I am dead to use it.”The sons did wait. They nursed their father and tended to him.
They made sure he had a fine funeral with all of the neighbors to pray for his soul.At last,
however, the funeral was over.“I believe we can look in the chest now,” the oldest son
announced.They went into the barn, all three of them together. They dug into the hay at the back.
Sure enough, the chest was there as their father had told them it would be.The oldest brother
put the key in the lock and turned it. The second lifted the lid. The third just watched and waited.
His name was Ti-Jean. He wasn’t as quick off the mark as the other two. They didn’t think much
of his chances in the world.Inside the chest were three objects, just as their father had said. One
was a purse, one was a bugle, one was a belt. The objects were not quite the gifts the brothers
had been expecting, but when the oldest brother saw his name on the purse, he picked it up.On
the side of the purse was writing.Every time I open wide, a hundred gold coins are inside.The
oldest brother opened the purse. He could hardly believe his eyes. There were the gold coins all
ready to be counted. He opened the purse again. There were more coins.The brothers knew the
money was going to be useful. It was going to be very useful indeed.The second brother saw his
name on the bugle. That had writing on it, too.Blow one end, the troops appear. Blow the other,
the field is clear.The second brother blew on the bugle. He blew on the narrow end, the
mouthpiece.Outside the barn there was the sound of marching feet and officers shouting orders.
The second brother went to the door to look.“I’ve never seen so many soldiers in my life,” he
cried.His brothers were quite relieved when he blew on the wide end of the bugle and the
soldiers disappeared.Now, of course, the brothers wanted to know about the belt.Ti-Jean saw
his name on it. He picked it up. He looked at the back.“It says, Put me on and tell me where. In a
minute you’ll be there,” he read.“Where are you going to go?” his brothers asked.“I want to see
the Princess of Tomboso,” Ti-Jean replied.“She’s just in a story,” his brothers insisted.“She isn’t,”
said Ti-Jean. “I want to go to the Princess of Tomboso.”With that, he was in the Princess of
Tomboso’s room. She was sitting on her throne eating an apple. She was very pretty and very
surprised to see him.“Who are you? Why have you come here?” she asked.“My name is Ti-Jean.
I’ve come for a visit.”The princess looked at him more carefully. She noticed he was not as richly
dressed as everyone else who approached her.“My servants should never have let you enter the
palace,” she exclaimed.
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Kari A. Delaney, “Fun Read. Book for my classroom library. Students enjoy it.”

D. Blankenship, “AN ENCHANTING LITTLE BOOK OF CANADIAN FOLKTALES. I love folktales
and am a strong believer that children should be exposed to as many as possible from as many
countries and cultures as possible. These stories are a part of their heritage and in a
multicultural country such as American (The Great Melting Pot) our children are more often than
not products of a wide range of different cultural and ethnic backgrounds.Now it has always
seemed strange to me that the folk tales of the two countries that Americans are closest to,
Australia and Canada both have rich traditions; oral and written, of folk lore, yet our children
know less of these two countries than most. A good example of that can be found right here in
this little book I am reviewing. Ask the next 100 children you meet who Ti-Jean is and if you get
anything but black stares back from even one of them, you are doing much better than I have.
This is a pity and sort of pathetic it would seem to me.The author, Jan Andrews has given us
three wonderful little folktales which she has written and modified from the originals. When I say
"originals" I am being rather vague because the roots of all these little stories about Ti-Jean run
deep and they are many. Each story you hear of this young man will be just a bit different; told
differently, depending upon who is doing the telling. That is the way folktales are and that is one
of the things that make them so wonderful.The origins of Ti-Jean most certainly came from
Europe; France to be precise, although there are elements in the stories that are most certainly
German and English present and were introduced to this continent probably in the 1700s. These
tales have been redone and now have a very strong North American flavor to them. Ti-Jean, or
Petit Jean or Little John shows up in the oral tradition of the early French Canadian hunters,
trappers, farmers and loggers which in-turn are closely linked to the oral traditions of the Native
Americans located there such as the Ojibway and Cree.Ti-Jean is a young man of many guises,
sizes and occupations; depending on who is telling the story and under what circumstances. He
is usually not the sharpest tool in the shed; a rather thick and slow thinker you might kindly say,
but in his own way is a trickster (Many folk tales include the trickster element and of course the
ever presence of magic). This young man, who always has wonderful manners and is loyal
without really a mean bone in his body, usually finds himself in all kinds of messes, usually of his
own making, and is forced to think his way out of them. There is quite often an element of pure
luck involved here and there and almost always magic of some sort...either person or article.In
the three tales told in this little book we have our honest, nice and somewhat dull hero first out
thinking a very greedy little princes. In the second tale Ti-Jean gets into a marble shoot contest
(against his father's advice) against a very nasty little guy filled with rather evil and magical
intent. Our young lad must make a very long journey filled with peril. In the third story we find
the young dolt going up against a very smart young lady and we wonder if he will out-smart her,
find true love and save his rather arrogant brothers.These stories are simply told and told in the



style of true folk or fairy tales. They are an absolute delight to read. The book has some very
nice black and white (comical) drawings by Dusan Petricic which add greatly to the appeal of
this work.As a side note: After reading this little work to a class of children, it is a wonderful
exercise for them to take the character of Ti-Jean and ask them to write their own tale. Try it...it
actually works in most cases and works well. You will be amazed at what some kids come up
with.This is most certainly a book you need to add to your private or school library.Don
BlankenshipThe Ozarks.”

Michelle Llewellyn, “Three Humorous Tales. This is a copy/paste from my Goodreads
reviewHere are three tales of an everyman for the Canadian people. Americans call him Jack but
in his native country he's known as Ti-Jean. He is both smart and resourceful but can also stray
to foolish and lazy. A hero with flaws, which makes these stories fun to read as Ti-Jean gets
himself into scrapes with two clever princesses and a redcap, yet always managing to come
through triumphant in the end to live happily ever after.”

The book by Julie Rowan-Zoch has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 4 people have provided feedback.
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